
 

Copythorne Parish Council 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY 

Policy Statement 
 
Copythorne Parish Council recognises that its operations and activities have an impact on the 
environment.  It aims to carry out its activities with environmental efficiency, actively seeking to protect 
and enhance the local environment within its area of operation whilst endeavouring to ensure wider 
adverse environmental impact does not occur as a result. Many of the decisions and actions of the 
Council affect the environment either directly or indirectly.  In recognition of this, the Council will seek to 
promote the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources and to minimise environmental 
pollution in its own activities and through its influence over others.  
 
This policy statement affirms that Copythorne Parish Council is committed to the preservation of the 
environment. 
 

Responsibilities 

Each member and employee of the council will: 

• Take responsibility for the implementation of the environmental policy. 

• Encourage volunteers and members of other organisations to adopt good practices so as to 
improve the environmental performance of their organisation and improve its impact upon the 
environment. 

• Share good practice with partners and the community 

• Undertake training and education and to share that knowledge 
 

Objectives 

Copythorne Parish Council shall strive to: 

• Meet all relevant environmental legislation and regulations 

• Regularly update and improve standards in light of increased understanding and knowledge 

• Recycle and reuse waste materials where possible and provide facilities for recycling and 
composting where possible 

• Minimise, where possible, the creation of waste, especially hazardous waste, and wherever 
possible recycle or reuse materials. Dispose of all necessary waste through safe and responsible 
methods. 

• Encourage the responsible use of energy . Use renewable energy sources as far as possible.  

• Respect and protect natural resources by practising conservation and good management. 

• Encourage contractors and suppliers to minimise their impact on the environment. 

• Purchase products and services which are energy environmentally benign and sustainable where 
these are available competitively in terms of quality and price. 

• Encourage community-led initiatives where appropriate. 

• Support initiatives that encourage sustainable transport, such as providing places for cycle 
parking, cycle paths, recharging points for electric cars. 

• Respect and protect natural resources through conservation and good management. 

• Where possible conserve water from buildings and check/protect external taps in winter. 

• Encourage land owners to enhance biodiversity to encourage wildlife and plant-life where 
appropriate. 

• Work with and support other parishes and local authorities to implement wider scale 
environmental initiatives. 

 



 

 
Actions to Achieve the Objectives 
Copythorne Parish Council shall: 

• monitor and coordinate the environmental performance of the organisation 

• conduct periodic environmental reviews and self-evaluation of its compliance with the 
environmental policy 

• prepare; implement; and monitor action plans to improve performance 

• support and encourage contractors; suppliers; and other associates to minimise their impact on 
the environment through the communication of its environmental policy  

• actively seek to influence others to adopt good environmental management 

• Actively seek the purchase of materials from and the appointment of local contractors whenever 
these are available and competitive in terms of quality and price. 

• Establish a task force (reporting to the Five Year Plan Advisory Committee) to work on plans 
related to the above objectives. 
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