
  
 
 

 

 
COPYTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL 

 
A meeting of the Flooding Advisory Committee was held on Friday October 20th 2023 at the Royal British 
Legion Hall, Southampton Road, Cadnam starting at 10am. 
 
 
Present -  Members: Cllrs. Graham Chillcott (Chair), Lady Kara Hawks, Sylvia Wiggins 

Observer: Mr. David Rigby – Clerk and RFO 
 

A G E N D A (with DRAFT notes of Discussion) 
 

1. Apologies for absence. 
Cllr. Richard Fowler 
 

2. Declarations of Interest. 
None 

 

3. Review of notes of previous meeting (July 14th 2023 and action points). 
All voting members present at the last meeting were happy that the notes of the meeting held on July 

14th 2023 accurately reflected discussions. Action point to item 5 covered by Agenda item 4 today 

 

4. Update on response to request sent to Environment Agency for confirmation of 
number/location of properties affected by flooding during the Winter 2013/14 to support a 
request to the HCC F&WM Team to include these details in their “Bartley Flood Investigation 
Report”. 
Report was considered and the proposed “Next steps” agreed upon. Proposed by GC, Seconded by 
LK, all members in favour. 

ACTION - Clerk to prepare report for November 14th 2023 Council meeting on that basis. 

 
5. Update on EA/HCC Property Flood Resilience Project 

Clerk advised that reports from the surveys undertaken are now being issued to residents involved. It 
was suggested that we try to obtain a “redacted version” of one of the surveys to see the extent of 
the detail and also ask EA/HCC how they will be quantifying the success of the project. 
ACTION – Clerk to contact EA/HCC as detailed above and report back to Flooding AC 
members 

 
6. Review of Parish Flood Plan for 2023. 

Clerk advised that he had conducted a review of the existing plan. Details of Flooding AC members 
updated and website details for Highways England changed. All members happy with the revision. 
ACTION – Clerk to add details to Prish Council website; Facebook page; and future 
newsletter to highlight that the plan exists and offer a paper version to any residents that 
request it.  

 
7. Review of Work programme for the Flooding Advisory Committee for year ending April 2024. 

Work programme updated (see updates in red on report for Item 7 attached) 

 

 

8. Review of Flooding Advisory Committee requested works programme for the Lengthsman. 
Work programme updated (see updates in red on report for Item 8 attached) 

 

 



9. Discussion of other matters relating to the Aims and Responsibilities of the Flooding 

Advisory Committee to include bringing to the attention of members the “HCC Flood Risk 
Management Guidance to Landowners” leaflet. 

Leaflet had been shared with Flooding AC members ahead of the meeting and is already available 
on the Parish Council website Flooding Page (https://www.copythorne.org.uk/flooding/)  
SW advised of a possible flooding issue along New Inn Road. Further details to be sought. 

 
10. Agree date for next meeting 

To be in January 2024. Date/time to be finalised once availability of all Flooding AC Members is 
known 
 

 
The meeting was closed at 11.10am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.copythorne.org.uk/flooding/


Copythorne Parish Council - Flooding AC Meeting – October 20th 2023 
 
Item 3 – Review of notes of previous meeting (July 14th 2023) 
 
A meeting of the Flooding Advisory Committee was held on Friday July 14th 2023 at the Royal British Legion 
Hall, Southampton Road, Cadnam starting at 10am. 
 
 
Present: Cllrs. Graham Chillcott (Chair), Sylvia Wiggins, Richard Fowler 
 
Observer: Mr. David Rigby – Clerk and RFO 
 

A G E N D A 
 

1. Election of a Chairman 
Cllr. Graham Chillcott was proposed by RF, seconded by SW and unanimously approved as Chairman 
by the voting members. 
 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
Cllr. Lady Kara Hawks 
 
 

3. Declarations of Interest. 
None 

 

4. Review of notes of previous meeting (April 21st 2023) and action points. 
All voting members present at the last meeting were happy that the notes of the meeting held on April 
21st 2023 accurately reflected the discussions. 
 

 

5. Update on response to request sent to Environment Agency for confirmation of 
number/location of properties affected by flooding during the Winter 2013/14 to support a 
request to the HCC F&WM Team to include these details in their “Bartley Flood Investigation 
Report”. 
The Clerk provided members present with a copy of e-mail exchanges with Environment Agency 

staff seeking Environment Agency confirmation of information relating to the flooding of Winter 

2013/14, a course of action approved by Council on May 16th 2023. Specific confirmation is still 

awaited. 

ACTION – Clerk to continue to seek the required confirmation and report progress to 

Advisory Committee members.  

 

6. Review of Work programme for the Flooding Advisory Committee for year ending April 2024. 
Work programme updated 

 

 

7. Review of Flooding Advisory Committee requested works programme for the Lengthsman. 
Work programme updated 

 

 

8. Discussion of other matters relating to the Aims & Responsibilities of the Flooding Advisory 
Committee. 
None 

 
 

9. Agree date for next meeting. 
Friday October 20th 2023, 10am 
 
The meeting was closed at 10.55am 



 

Copythorne Parish Council - Flooding AC Meeting – October 20th 2023 
 
Item 4 – Update on response to request sent to Environment Agency for confirmation 
of number/location of properties affected by flooding during the Winter 2013/14 to 
support a request to the HCC F&WM Team to include these details in their “Bartley 
Flood Investigation Report”. 
 

Background 

Since the receipt of the “Bartley Water Addendum to the Copythorne Village Flood Risk Investigation 
Report” (hereafter referred to as the “Bartley Flood Report”) in November 2021, the Flooding 
Advisory Committee has been seeking to get the author of the report (Hampshire County Council, 
as Lead Local Flood Authority) to include more specific details of specific historic flooding that has 
occurred affecting properties near the course of Bartley Water.  
 
At the May 16th 2023 Parish Council meeting a report was presented as Item 21 “To receive & 
approve a response to the HCC F&WM Team “Bartley Water-Flood Risk Investigation Report”. 
 
Below is an extract (102/23) from the minutes of that meeting:- 
 
To receive & approve a response to the HCC F&WM Team “Bartley Water-Flood Risk Investigation 
Report” 
Cllr. Chillcott presented this report (a copy of which is included in the supporting documents for this 
meeting on our website). 
RESOLVED: That the report be approved. 
Proposed by Cllr. Wiggins, seconded by Cllr. Lady Kara, all in favour. APPROVED. 
ACTION – That the Clerk writes to the Environment Agency as requested and reports back to Council. 

 
The following was reported by the Clerk at the July 14th 2023 Flooding Advisory Committee meeting:- 
 
“The Clerk provided members present with a copy of e-mail exchanges with Environment Agency staff 

seeking Environment Agency confirmation of information relating to the flooding of Winter 2013/14, a 

course of action approved by Council on May 16th 2023. Specific confirmation is still awaited 

ACTION – Clerk to continue to seek the required confirmation and report progress to Advisory 

Committee members. “ 

 

Current Position 

Attached as Appendix 1 is the thread of my e-mail exchanges with the Environment Agency 

regarding the Parish Council’s request for HCC (as author of the report) to amend the “Bartley Flood 

Report” to include details of the historic flooding in Bartley. 

 

The following is an extract from a response received from the Environment Agency on August 30th 

2023:- 

  

“I suspect that you may already be aware of the Hampshire Catchment Prioritisation plans published 

in 2023 which HCC see as superseding the 2021 report. This being the case, the HCC Flood Team are 

not intending to re-visit the 2021 report.” 

It is clear from the above that the Parish Council’s request will not be agreed to. 

Next Steps 

Given the above response from HCC, received via the Environment Agency, I have discussed with 

Cllr. Graham Chillcott (as Chair of the Flooding Advisory Committee) how the Parish Council moves 

forward with this matter. 



 

Cllr. Chillcott and I feel that the solution now available to the Parish Council is to publish the “Bartley 

Flood Report” (on the Flooding page of the Parish Council website) together with a covering note 

explaining that the Parish Council is disappointed with the unwillingness of HCC to amend the report 

to include details of the historic flooding (details of the number of flooded properties, already in the 

public domain to be included) and to add to the website further details of the move by HCC (as the 

Lead Local Flood Authority) to a “Catchment Approach to Flood Risk Management”. A copy of the 

“Test (Lower) Catchment Management Plan” which includes two areas of the Parish of Copythorne 

as part of the six Priority Groups within that river catchment will also be added to the website. 

 

Recommendation 

Members of the Flooding Advisory Committee agree with the above approach and instruct the Clerk 

to prepare a report for the November 14th 2023 Council meeting on that basis. 

 

 

David Rigby 

Clerk to Copythorne Parish Council 

October 12th 2023  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APPENDIX 1 – E-MAIL THREAD WITH ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 

 

JUNE 29 2023 - CLERK TO WESLEY JONES (EA)          (REPLY CHASED JULY 11 2023) 

I am writing in the hope that you might be able to add some “meat to the bones” to help the Parish 

Council to persuade HCC (as lead Local Flood Authority) to include specific details of the flooding 

that affected a number of properties within the Parish of Copythorne in 2013/14 in a Flood Risk 

Investigation Report that the HCC Flood & Water Management Team produced a few years ago. 

Our attention has been drawn to a report dated April 30 th 2014 compiled by yourself that was 

presented to the NFNPA Consultative Panel on May 1st 2014 which gave details about the impact 

of the 2013/14 Winter Floods on the New Forest.  

Subsequent to that report a further update was provided to the September 4 th 2014 meeting of the 

Consultative Panel by David Horne which stated that the EA had been notified of 17 properties 

within the parish (including 9 in Bartley) that had been flooding over the winter of 2013/14. 

Links to various documents relating to the two meetings referred to above have been added below 

along with a copy of the HCC report that we are hoping to persuade them to amend to include 

more about the impact of the 2013/14 flooding..  

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/documents/consultative-panel/agendas-reports-and-minutes-01-05-

2014/ 

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/07/EA_New_Forest_Presentation.pdf 

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/07/Panel_Minutes_1_May_2014.pdf 

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/documents/consultative-panel/agendas-reports-and-minutes-04-09-

2014/ 

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/07/Environment_Agency_Responses_Sept_2014.pdf 

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/07/Panel_Minutes__4_September_2014.pdf 

In addition. I am aware from previous conversations with Rob Waite that a possible Flood 

Alleviation Scheme for Bartley Water remains a possibility. The following is an extract from the 

HCC Report page 6 (although page 11 within the pdf attached):- 

“The Environment Agency has confirmed that Bartley is on the current 2021-27 programme for potential 

funding from DEFRA, however initial investigative works are not proposed until 2024, and are dependent 

on a cost-benefit analysis ranked against other projects. Risk management authorities can bid for Grant 

in Aid funding if the project can meet the cost-benefit criteria.” 

It would be very helpful if I could more information on the current status of this scheme to share 

with members of the Parish Council and the HCC Flood & Water Management Team.  

I look forward to receiving your response. 

 

JULY 11 2023 – DAVID MARTIN (EA) TO CLERK 

Thanks for your email. Wesley has passed it on to me to respond as the team leader for the area 

that covers Copythorne Parish Council.  

https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/documents/consultative-panel/agendas-reports-and-minutes-01-05-2014/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/documents/consultative-panel/agendas-reports-and-minutes-01-05-2014/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/07/EA_New_Forest_Presentation.pdf
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/07/Panel_Minutes_1_May_2014.pdf
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/documents/consultative-panel/agendas-reports-and-minutes-04-09-2014/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/documents/consultative-panel/agendas-reports-and-minutes-04-09-2014/
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/07/Environment_Agency_Responses_Sept_2014.pdf
https://www.newforestnpa.gov.uk/app/uploads/2018/07/Panel_Minutes__4_September_2014.pdf


In terms of the 2013/14 Flood Risk Investigation Report by HCC Flood & Water Management 

Team, we do work very closely with Hampshire County Council and I am happy to raise it with at 

our next regular meeting. However, given that the report is almost 10 years old and that they have 

done some extensive work since then to assess and prioritise catchments, I am not sure we would 

be very successful in securing any amendments.  

We are working in partnership with the HCC floods team to deliver the Hampshire Property Flood 

Resilience programme. I know that you have been of great assistance to Naomi Groome in 

progressing this work in Bartley and Cadnam.  

This work has come about as a direct result of the ‘Flood Alleviation Scheme for Bartley Water’ that 

you mentioned in your email, and provides a reduction in flood risk to the residential properties 

identified in the quickest and most efficient way. In total we should be able to reduce the flood risk 

to 24 homes, and have already completed the initial surveys of these properties. We have also 

identified the potential to expand our work in this location to include additional properties in Netley 

Marsh. 

 

JULY 12 2023 – CLERK TO DAVID MARTIN (EA) 

The HCC report that we are hoping to persuade them to amend is a more recent one which I sent 

Wesley Jones a copy of. I have attached another in case it wasn’t forwarded on to you. 

We certainly wouldn’t expect any changes to be made to the report that was prepared shortly after 

the last major flooding incident in the area in 2013/14. 

Thank you for your kind comments regarding the assistance provided to Naomi. I am sure this project 

will be of great benefit to those whose properties have been surveyed. It would be great at some 

point soon to have a short “press release” from the EA on this so that we can show local residents 

in general that things are happening.  

With regards to the ‘Flood Alleviation Scheme for Bartley Water’ mentioned in the attached report 

(page 6 although page 11 within the pdf) is this still in the list for potential future works:- 

“The Environment Agency has confirmed that Bartley is on the current 2021-27 programme 

for potential funding from DEFRA, however initial investigative works are not proposed until 

2024, and are dependent on a cost-benefit analysis ranked against other projects. Risk 

management authorities can bid for Grant in Aid funding if the project can meet the cost-

benefit criteria.” 

 

JULY 14 2023 – DAVID MARTIN (EA) TO CLERK 

Thanks for the copy of the report. I will discuss with HCC at our next catch up.  

The PFR programme that Naomi is working on is the mechanism for us delivering the reduced flood 

risk in Bartley that we identified was needed when the Flood Alleviation Scheme for Bartley Water 

was created. There are therefore no plans for any other flood defence schemes other than the PFR 

work. If you think there are other residential properties that would benefit that are not yet part of the 

project then do let us know as there will still be opportunities to include them if appropriate.  



I know at other locations Naomi has taken photographs and videos for promotion on social media 

channels, and I know she will be keen to do the same at Bartley when the time comes. We will be 

sure to let you know when this happens. 

AUGUST 30 2023 – DAVID MARTIN (EA) TO CLERK 

Following my previous email, I have been in contact with Vicki Westall from the HCC Floods Team 

about the inclusion of some additional details in their 2021 report.  

I suspect that you may already be aware of the Hampshire Catchment Prioritisation plans published 

in 2023 which HCC see as superseding the 2021 report. This being the case, the HCC Floods Team 

are not intending to re-visit the 2021 report. 

The relevant catchment prioritisation plan for Copythorne can be found here: Hampshire Catchment 

Prioritisation (hants.gov.uk) 

In relation to the Cadnam and Bartley Property Flood Resilience scheme, you may be interested to 

know that the individual property reports which will detail the recommended measures for each 

property will be issued to residents in about 1 month, and procurement of the supplier is programmed 

for January. 

 

SEPTEMBER 4 2023 – CLERK TO DAVID MARTIN (EA) 

We are aware of Hampshire County Council’s Catchment Prioritisations Plans which sadly do not 

include Bartley Water as a priority despite the previous severe flooding and grants made. 

Below is an extract from the River Test (Lower) Plan which references the Cadnam River detailing 

the “Principal Flood Risk Source”:- 

“Principal sources of flood risk are surface water, groundwater and fluvial flooding 

associated with Cadnam River and its tributaries.  

Susceptibility to groundwater flooding ranges from low to high risk throughout the priority 

group; with the north of the priority group at highest risk. There is a high risk of surface water 

flooding across large areas of Cadnam, predominately in the north and east of the priority 

group, with depths ranging from below 300mm to over 900mm. This poses a risk to residential 

areas throughout Cadnam as well as road infrastructure such as the A31.  The River Cadnam, 

which flows southwest through the priority group, is the principal source of fluvial flood risk.  

The river and adjacent areas are in Flood Zones 2 and 3. Receptors at risk include farmland, 

residential areas, and large sections of the M3” 

Whilst I fully appreciate it is not your plan I am puzzled by the comment in the final paragraph about 

the Cadnam River as it actually flows North East (not South West) to join the Blackwater just east of 

Ower. I will raise this point with Vicki Westall at HCC. 

It is good to learn that the Cadnam/Bartley Property Flood Resilience Scheme (which the Parish 

Council strongly supports) is progressing well. 

 

- END    - 

https://documents.hants.gov.uk/flood-water-management/5-HCC-CMP-TestLower.pdf
https://documents.hants.gov.uk/flood-water-management/5-HCC-CMP-TestLower.pdf


Copythorne Parish Council - Flooding AC Meeting – October 20th 2023 
 
Item 6 – Review of Parish Flood Plan for 2023 
 

 
Updated version supplied as a separate item for discussion 
 

 

 
David Rigby 

Clerk to Copythorne Parish Council 

October 12th 2023  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Copythorne Parish Council – Flooding AC Meeting – October 20th 2023 

 

Item 7 - Review of work programme for FAC for year ending April 2024 

Action 

Number 

Description  Task 

Owner 

Start 

Date  

End 

Date 

Current Action  Notes 

1 

Prepare new Parish 

Flood Plan for 2023 

 

Cllr. 

Wiggins 

July 

2023 

Oct 

2024 

SW & Clerk to review 

2022 Parish Flood Plan 

to consider any 

changes required.  

Approval of a 2023 version  

to be an agenda item at the 

Oct Flooding AC mtg. 

DONE 

2 Preparation of 

Schedule of Works 

& Monitoring of 

Works on Flood 

Mitigation by 

Lengthsman 

Cllr. 

Wiggins 

July 

2023 

Tba Works listed in the 

report for Item 7 at 

July 14th 2023 mtg. 

Lengthsman to be 

instructed by the Clerk. 

DONE AND WORK 

COMPLETED 

 

3 

Monitor works 

being undertaken 

by Authorities in 

Inspecting Main 

Rivers and Critical 

Watercourses 

 

Clerk 

 

 

July 

2023 

 

 

Tba 

 

 

Clerk to continue to 

contact Environment 

Agency & Highways 

England to obtain 

details of their 

inspection regimes 

and report to Council 

Mtg held on 20/2/23 with 

EA; National Highways; 

HCC Highways to resolve 

historic issues of who is 

responsible for what assets 

in the area around the M27 

bridge at Newbridge. Map 

to be provide once all 

locations confirmed.  Clerk 

continues to chase 

promised map 

4 

Investigate 

historical flooding 

in Old Romsey 

Road 

Cllr. 

Lady 

Kara 

July ‘21 Tba To research the 

history of the problem 

Riparian 

Responsibilities letters 

sent to 10 property 

owners in the area on 

7/10/22 

Culvert under M27 behind 

Sir John Barleycorn photo 

taken by Cllr. Chillcott and 

distributed to Cllrs by the 

Clerk. Research continues. 

14/7 - RF offered to help LK 

to progress this item. 

5 

Continue to work 

with HCC Highways 

regarding 2021 

flooding issues in 

The Parade, 

Southampton Road 

area 

Cllr. 

Chillcott 

to lead 

Sep ‘21 

 

 

Tba 

 

 

Requests made of HCC 

Highways to deal with 

issues reported in 

respect of certain 

Highways assets. 

Items listed on Clerks 

database. No issues at this 

location for some time. 

 

6 
Respond to new 

Flooding issues in 

Parish as they arise 

All July 

2023 

Tba Watching brief  



7 Specific Drainage 

Issues 

All Jan’ ‘21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tba 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clerk to continue to 

monitor live events 

and report to Council 

a. Shepherds Road drainage 

issue. Blockage cleared by 

resident Jan 22. 

(WATCHING BRIEF) 

b. New Inn Rd/Oakfield Rd 

ditch and broken pipe. 

(21481011). HCC Highways 

completed works on 31/5/22. 

(WATCHING BRIEF). 
 

c. New Inn Road/Rockram 

Close blocked ditch 

(21475318). Ditch cleared 

again April 2021. Suspect 

blocked pipe under Rockram 

Close. (WATCHING BRIEF) 
 

d. Barrow Hill Road, surface 

water flooding and drainage 

issues. RR letters sent out by 

HCC on 9/2/21. GC has 

spoken to Historic England re 

Barrows in paddock 

(WATCHING BRIEF) 

e. Pollards Moor Road 

condition of verges to be 

resolved when Southern 

Water complete repairs to 

rising main. HCC Highways to 

monitor. 

f. Riparian responsibilities 

letters issued and surface 

water flooding in Kewlake 

Lane (21534946) Works 

undertaken by HCC Highways 

contractors to jet drain which 

flows into ditch then field. 

(WATCHING BRIEF) 

g. April 2023 - EA offering 

“Property Flood Resilience” 

support to property owners 

who have responded to 

survey. 

20/10 - EA advises that survey 

reports currently being 

issued. 

Last Updated – Clerk – October 20th 2023 
 
 



 

Copythorne Parish Council – Flooding AC Meeting – October 20th 2023 

 

Item 8 – Review of Flooding Advisory Committee requested works 

programme for the Lengthsman for year ending April 2024 

 

Task 

Ref: 

Action Start 

Date 

1st 

Milestone 

2nd 

Milestone 

Planned 

Finish 

Actual 

Finish 

Comments 

1 Cut back all vegetation around 

the white railings repainted in 

2020 & 2021 (17 sets in 11 

locations). 

Aug 

2023 

Instructed 

July 2023 

 By Oct 

2023 

1/8/23 Part of rolling 

programme of 

maintenance. 

Done 

2 Lengthsman to walk all the 

Main Watercourses and 

ditches along roads liable to 

surface water flooding in the 

Parish and clear or report to 

Clerk any obstructions found 

 

Aug 

2023 

Instructed 

July 2023 

 By end 

of Oct 

2023 

1/8/23 Checks in previous 

years for example 

have included Pound 

Lane, Barrow Hill 

Road, Shepherds 

Road, Brockishill Rd, 

Beechwood Rd and 

Bartley Green 

Done 

3 Kewlake Lane - Lengthsman to 

ensure that pipes from “pond” 

to ditch on opposite side of 

road and from roadside ditch to 

field are clear 

Aug 

2023 

Instructed 

July 2023 

 By end 

of Oct 

2023 

1/8/23 (Note:- Clerk now 

checking minimum 

once a month when 

undertaking other 

parish tasks).  

Done 

 

Last Updated – Clerk – October 20th 2023 
 

 


