COPYTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL - TUESDAY 13t APRIL 2021
ITEM NO: 11 — Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations in June 2022

Introduction

This report sets out the initial thoughts for discussion on the options for potential preparations by the Parish
Council and the wider community for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations over the four-day period
Thursday 2™ June until Sunday 5% June 2022.

Information

At the Council meeting of 12™January 2021 it was agreed that, following the Councillor’s Report presented by
Clir. Lady Kara Hawks, “initial thinking regarding the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June 2022” was added as an
item for a report to the Parish Council at the March 2021 meeting and also added as an item for the Annual
Parish Meeting, the date of which has yet to be determined. It was agreed that Cllr. Lucas would work with Clir.
Lady Kara to prepare a report to be brought to the 9t March 2021 meeting of the Parish Council, this being later
deferred to the 13" April 2021 meeting, setting out what options are available to the Parish Council, together
with others in the community, to plan for and establish the community based local Jubilee celebrations.

For this Platinum Jubilee, there will be a very special resonance as not only is it the celebration of the Queen as
uniquely the longest serving British monarch in history with 70 years of service to her country, but also the year
following one of the most difficult post war periods in the life of the nation as a result of the pandemic — a
compelling reason for a very special Jubilee celebration. Additionally, it is highly unlikely that a Royal Platinum
Jubilee will occur again even within our own grandchildren’s lifetimes.

For the Diamond Jubilee in 2012 a local Community Working Party was formed under the initiation of the Parish
Council to plan and action what was a very successful set of Jubilee events. A copy of the Councillor’s Report
from ClIr. Lady Kara, presented at the February 2021 Parish Council meeting, is attached as Appendix A for
reference.

The Parish Council minutes for their February meeting record:

“Cllr. Lady Kara provided a written report (a copy of which is included in the supporting documents for this
meeting on our website) regarding the details of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 2012. ClIr. Lucas
thanked Clir. Lady Kara for her report and suggested that he work with her in bringing a report to our next Council
Meeting on how the parish might plan celebrations to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.”

Possible Options on the Way Forward for Discussion

Who should take the ‘lead’ in getting things under way locally?

In any scenario and based on the 2012 Diamond Jubilee celebration planning, it is clear that someone or a group
body needs to take the ‘lead’ to get things under way. There are, therefore, three clear options for this:

1. The Parish Council, as a major community body representing all 6 villages in the Parish, clearly has a key role,
but it may also be right to examine the extent of ‘independence’ a planning team might need to ensure the
best fit of celebrations within a local context and in particular alignment with existing events. Under this
option the Parish Council establishes a Jubilee Working Party/Committee to run alongside the Parish Council
and takes the lead to assemble the group from other interested parties to plan, prepare and develop the
celebrations. The Parish Council as a key body would be in a position to ensure any necessary
communications with National, County and District bodies is progressed. Clearly the work of the Working
Party/Committee would then feed out actions to associated groups for development.



The Parish Council would therefore act as a ‘convener or facilitator’ by writing to a complete list of the known
organisations in the Parish to invite them to an initial meeting to create the Working Party/Committee and
agree its Terms of Reference prior to the Working Party/Committee electing its own Chair and officers, at
which point the Parish Council takes a seat on the Committee but does not lead it, thus attempting to creating
a sense of the independence of the Committee.

2. The Parish Hall Committee is also another alternative as a significant well known existing local Committee
with a number of organisation representatives via the Parish Hall user groups.
As with the Diamond Jubilee it clearly would be within the Parish Hall and its grounds that the majority of
celebratory events would be held. Obviously, it is for the Parish Hall Committee to consider its own
involvement and a parallel report to this one would be taken to the Parish Hall Committee meeting on
Monday 12™ April 2021, the evening before our own Parish Council meeting, to gain a view. In that event,
similarly the Parish Hall Committee would need to follow a similar route to convening a Working
Party/Committee from its own and wider community membership. In this scenario, the Parish Council could
act in a supporting partner role as it would automatically have a representation on the Committee when
formed.

3. The Parish Council and Parish Hall Committee could work together by initially nominating two members
each to serve on a working party to bring forward a detailed framework of proposals for the Jubilee
celebrations. The Parish Council could, if the Parish Clerk is prepared to agree, make his professional
knowledge available to assist this Working Party in preparing its Terms of Reference to be agreed by both
bodies before they begin to operate as an independent Working Party.

In any scenario, the Parish Council would have a specific role in liaising with County and District Councillors
regarding the applications, if deemed appropriate, for support grants for the Jubilee events as and when they
are identified by whichever format is determined to be appropriate.

Additionally, irrespective of whichever format is identified, a recommendation is proposed to allow the Parish
Council to make available from within its grants budget a start-up grant to support the work of the Committee
of £200.00. Beyond that, one of the clear functions of the identified Working Party will be to raise donations and
funds to support events when they are determined.

Recommendations

1. That the outcome of the Parish Hall Committee the evening before this Council meeting be reported to
the Council before any discussion is commenced on this report.

2. That the Parish Council discusses the options for developing the Jubilee Working Party/ Committee.

3. If the option 3 —to form a joint Working Party with the Parish Hall Committee — is chosen, to nominate
the two members of this Council as our representatives.

4. A “start-up” grant of £200.00 be made available from Council funds to the Working Party/Committee
when formally constituted.

Attached: APPENDIX A: Report by Cllr. Lady Kara Hawks to the February 2021 Council meeting

Prepared by:  Councillors Lady Kara Hawks and Simon Lucas
Issued: 15t April 2021



APPENDIX A: ClIr. Lady Kara’s report to the February 9" 2021 Council Meeting

At the Council meeting of 12" January 2021, it was agreed that “initial planning for Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in
June 2022” was added as an item for the Annual Parish Meeting.

As a member of the previous Working Party that was formed to deliver the successful Parish celebrations | have,
to assist in the delivery of this “initial” planning”, prepared the following overview of Copythorne Parish’s
Diamond Jubilee celebrations.

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee — June 2012 — An Overview

During a Parish Council meeting in May 2011 | suggested that the community of Copythorne celebrate the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee the following year, in June 2012.

Following this suggestion Mike Derrick, our Parish Clerk, took the initiative to drive this forward.

A Working Party with Stuart Bullen-Jarvis as its Chairman was set up to run alongside the Parish Council. The
Working Party consisted of Stuart Bullen-Jarvis, Mike Derrick (Clerk), John Goodwin, Lady Kara Hawks, Sue Alford,
John Herbert, Jo Jarvis, Lucy Margle, Lorraine Patching, John Smith and Lois Wells. Many other members of the
community assisted at various times during the pre-celebration planning.

The Clerk reserved the Parish Hall and grounds as the focus location for the four day extended weekend. The
Clerk also informed local groups of the proposals and invited them to take part.

The inaugural meeting of the Working Party was arranged for Tuesday 1st November 2011 at Copythorne Parish
Hall, when parishioners were invited to attend. At this meeting concerns were expressed to the Working Party
that the event would spoil arrangements for the annual Carnival, scheduled to take place the following weekend.
The Working Party agreed to ensure that the Jubilee celebrations would effectively introduce and promote the
Carnival events the following week.

Detailed event planning for necessary risk assessments, fundraising, parking, booking and arranging
entertainments, catering and licensing (a four-day temporary events notice was obtained) was undertaken over
subsequent meetings. District and County Councillors made generous grant awards for this event.

The main event on Bank Holiday Monday 4th June was opened by Roy Farmers MBE, which emphasised the
community nature of the main Family Funday.

Two commemorative tree planting ceremonies were held in relation to the Diamond Jubilee, one in front of the
Parish Hall, the other at the far side of the rear field.

To advertise the whole event a leaflet was produced, a copy of which is included in this report. This was delivered
by hand by community volunteers, including members of the Working Group, to every household in the Parish.
The printed leaflet included an article publicising the work of the Parish Council, as well as the Carnival the
following week. A programme of events for the whole Jubilee celebrations which culminated in the Fun Day on
Monday 4" June 2012 was shown in the leaflet.

Extensive poster distribution, articles in Stanley’s Own Magazine, Copythorne News (a website no longer
operational), were also used to promote the events. Other publicity included customising our own noticeboards,
banners, local businesses involvement.



By having a drinks licence for the weekend, together with fundraising events like raffles, an incredible sum of
money was raised and the Group continued after the Jubilee to raise funds for the Community, enabling items
such as the Parish Hall Sportswall, basketball net, defibrillators and equipment for local groups to be provided.

The above information is given to enable the Council, if it so wishes, to use the format of the events at the
Diamond Jubilee for forward planning for the Platinum Jubilee.
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The extended four-day holiday, next year, has been set for the days of Thursday 2nd June, Friday 3" June,
Saturday 4th June and Sunday 5th June 2022. This is different from the Diamond Jubilee which was Friday,
Saturday, Sunday and Monday.



