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COPYTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - TUESDAY 12th JANUARY 2021 

ITEM NO: 10     

Report on Bus Shelter in Romsey Road at its junction with Pollards Moor Road 

1. Summary: 

 

i) The shelter is a historic recognisable feature, being located as shown below: 

 

 

 Aerial       View of Junction 

 

ii) Some of the more notable historical events associated with the shelter are outlined in the 

following sections 

iii) Research to date has established that currently no local organisation, New Forest District 

Council or Hampshire County Council is prepared to acknowledge ongoing responsibility for its 

ownership or maintenance  

iv) The report concludes with recommendation that the Council should consider the adoption of 

the shelter and thereby become responsible for its regular inspection and maintenance 

v) Clearly with the ownership established, the Council can consider how it can be possibly be 

used as well as a shelter -  eg, an information centre for the Council similar to phone boxes 

that have been adopted by the Council. 

 

 

2. A brief history of the bus shelter: 

 

i) The article – “The Lonely Bus Shelter will be 50 years old in January” – appeared in last 

month’s (December 2020) edition of Stanley’s Own, the monthly magazine for the villages of 

Copythorne Parish. The article appeared on page 17 and is reproduced on the next page: 
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ii) As mentioned in the article above, the shelter was “opened” on Saturday 9th January 1971 and 

the article, in the Romsey Advertiser, is reproduced below: 
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iii) The 1st Copythorne Guides Company completely refurbished the shelter in 1982 and the 

following details are part of the items recently made available by Katrina Stone, the 

Copythorne Guide Leader. 
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iv) Katrina also recalls: “I know we put a bench inside, which was inscribed “Ist Copythorne Guides 

1982”. This bench and inscription still remain, in good condition, as shown below: 

  

v) Julie and Stuart Munden, long standing members of the Copythorne Community and residents 

of Pollards Moor Road, shared the following thoughts when asked if they had any information 

on the shelter: 

Re. the bus shelter at Copythorne cross roads. I think it may have been there when we moved in 

in 1970. It was certainly there in 1974 - I was going out for a walk with my two year old son, 

baby Clare in the pram, the dog, and Uncle Tom Cobley, we got as far as the shelter and it 

started to snow. Luckily the shelter was big enough to take all of us but it turned to a blizzard 

and we returned home. 

The shelter has a cement base with a wooden frame and corrugated tin roof. I think Wally Soffe 

from the wood yard put it up, but I am not sure. It was pushed over at one point and restored 

by the guides. The seat is engraved with Copythorne 1st Guides, 1982. We often sit in there and 

I have seen cyclists having a break inside. It is a useful stop off on the way to or from the church 

or if you are out for a walk. When I am giving directions to any one, I always say come along 

the A31 and turn when you get to the wooden bus shelter. It would be missed by us if it 

disappeared. 

 

3. Acknowledgements: 

 

Thanks goes to the following who have provided specific information that has been used in this 

report: Roy Farmers, Katrina Stone, Julie and Stuart Munden. 

 

4. Recommendations: 

 

It is recommended that the Parish Council resolves: 

 

1) To consider adopting the bus shelter and therefore add it to its asset register and assume 

responsibility for its insurance, inspection, cleaning and maintenance 

2) To request the Clerk to formalise any necessary checks on ownership with local, district or 

county bodies to ensure that there are no objections to this course of action  

3) To arrange for cost estimates/quotes for insurance, any initial maintenance or repairs and 

annual ongoing budget requirements, and 

4) To reconsider this matter at a later Council meeting when the relevant information is 

available.  

 

Prepared by John Goodwin and issued on 21st December 2020 


