
COPYTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING – TUESDAY OCTOBER 13TH 2020 

Item 9. Splitwind Pond Maintenance Programme 

Following reports at our October 8th 2019 and November 12th 2019 meetings a programme of winter maintenance 

works as below was approved based on recommendations contained within the Splitwind Pond Management Plan 

(see https://www.copythorne.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/splitwindpondmanplan.pdf for details)

 
Unfortunately, a combination of factors including poor weather and the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic meant 

that whilst items 2-5 were completed, it wasn’t possible to even start item 1 before the end of the safe period for 

works (Great Crested Newt season). 

 

The weather conditions over the spring and summer have given rise to a strong regrowth of the Goat Willow around 

the pond and I have already asked our contractor to undertake this work as soon as possible using some of the 

budget already allocated to Splitwind Pond maintenance. His workload though means that this is unlikely take place 

before mid December. 

 

With regards to the clearing of the pond vegetation itself (which has also seen stronger than usual growth) I am 

seeking guidance from our friends at the Hampshire and Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust as to the best way of tackling 

this. Once this guidance has been received I will bring recommendations to council for the work involved. 

 

 

 

David Rigby, Parish Clerk 

October 1st 2020 

https://www.copythorne.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/splitwindpondmanplan.pdf

