COPYTHORNE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - TUESDAY DECEMBER 10 2019

ITEM NO: 11 - Playground Inspection — Operational Inspection Report / Summary of
members Visual Inspections

This report notes the Annual Inspection Report (previously shared with members at the July 2019 Council
meeting). It also provides the information summary on the Visual Inspections carried out by the Parish Council
Team.

Information

The latest Annual Inspection was carried out by N W Adams Engineering Design Services (Nick Adams), on May
15™ 2019 and was shared with members at our July 2019 Parish Council meeting.

The Inspector was accompanied by Clir. Simon Lucas on a walk around of the Playground and Sports Wall area
after the Inspection was completed. Discussions took place as the immediacy or otherwise of the issues raised in
the Operational Inspection.

Also included in this report is a summary of the Visual Inspection findings over the past 6 months, for information.
The Annual Inspection report is attached as an appendix.

Operational Inspection Findings

Overall, the inspector commented very favourably on the condition of the playground and stated that it was well
built and clearly being looked after by users.

There were no items designated as High Risk found.
Twe items were a Medium/High Risk

Three items were a Medium Risk.

Three items were a Low/Medium Risk

Five items were a Low Risk

Other items were Noted where any action required.
Commentary on issues:

1. Access Pathway — Soil Erosion creating a Trip Hazard — {Medium Risk). Issue has been resolved by the use
of undersoil strengthening and ground levelling.

2. Gate infout of play area — Uncontrolled pedestrian gate (Not an identified risk) — Gate closure has been

fitted (but has subsequently been damaged. A replacement housing has been obtained and will be fitted in

the w/c 09/12/19)

Fencing {between old/new playgrounds) — Theoretical entrapment {Low Risk)

Fencing - sharp nails projecting from original timber fence (Not an identified risk) — Nails removed

Fencing - Bolt threads projecting (Low Risk). Bolt heads cut back and filed down.

Litter Bin — Loose on concrete base {Low/Medium Risk). Issue resolved by screwing bin to base.

Basketball post - Support loose in ground {not an identified risk). Lean being monitored, issue to be

No v bk w

discussed with Nick Adams and potential contractor sought,
8. Basketball net — Loosened net to be re-attached (Not an identified risk). Replaced as/when required.



10.

11.

iz.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Ground around Basketball Post — Some erosion of playing surface (Medium Risk). Long term solution
being discussed with Parish Hall Committee

Basketball post — Warning notice “Do not hang from the ring” should be displayed (Not an identified risk).
Signs added to “backboard”

Movement. (Not an identifiable Risk). Monitor this as could be due to shrinkage and expansion of the soil.
Re-concrete if necessary but check how stable in the Summer.

Group Swing Seat — Frame too close to fence & ‘mixed seat’ swing too close to the ‘group seat’ swing.
(Low/medium risk] = inspector verbally advised that this was not an uncommon issue in playgrounds and
advice was to monitor — the guidonce was a matter of interpretation. We can loosen and slide fixings
sideways then retighten the location fixings to create o greater gap between the two items in due course.
Flat Seat Swing/Cradle Seat — Seats to be swapped round (Low/medium Risk) — Swapping’ of swings has
been identified as o solution and will be undertaken in the new year — it should be noted that the verbal
advice was o recordable item but very uniikely to be an issue

Multi Use Games Area (“MUGA”} = No anti-cycle bars between front side panels and the rear panels (Not
an identified risk) — Installation of anti-cycle bars being discussed with Parish Hall Committee.

MUGA — Excessive soil erosion of playing surface due to footfall (Medium/High Risk) - Long term solution
being discussed with Parish Hall Committee

‘Nest’ Seat — Possibility of entrapment within the cabled webbings (Low Risk) — No action advised as this is
an item which is currently compliant — this was more about being aware

Trampoline — Minor Litter beneath the rebound surface (Not an identifiable Risk). Supplier to be
contacted as to how we access under the trompoline, given the way it is sealed.

Multi-Unit — Where the slide access (platform) is greater than 1.2m from the ground, the slide wall height
perpendicular to the sliding surface should be 150mm minimum {Not an identifiable Risk). No action
Vehicle {Drivers seat) — Tighten loose fixings (Not an identified risk). Done but continue to monitor as they
can work foose again.

Suspension bridge ~ Slacken chains allowing the boards to contact {Low Risk). Done

Overhead Bars — There is concern of potential accidents on some types overhead bars. There is however
strong development value in these items (Medium/High Risk). inspection recommendations indicate
equipment is compliant — the ‘risk’ is associated with using a playground!

Challenge Trail — Loosened (but secure) cable link and eye bolts. {Not an identifiable Risk). Bolts tightened

Visual Inspections Summary

Below is a table of the Visual Inspection findings, most of which are aiso covered in the listing above. Any

additions have a narrative against them.

Issue ... | Comments / Referral
1 | Matting required for soil/grass abutting the path Resolved in lost month
2 | Return Spring required for gate Recently re-fitted
3 | Some erosion on the multi games area See item 15 above
4 | Bolts (2) on climbing ropes to be secured See item 13 above
5 | Wooden seats within fenced area need some TLC To be replaced
6 | Waste bin in playground area needs emptying on occasions | Completed — Emptied regularly
. Waste-and dog wa§te bin adjacent to basketball frame needs Completed — Emptied regularly
emptying on occasions
Lean is monitored, re-fixing to be
11 | Basketball net post loose .
considered.
12 | Basketball net to be replaced Net purchased & awaiting fitting
13 | New gate closer housing to be obtained — old one damaged Obtained and pending being fitted
14 | Loose fence post adjacent to turntable Repaired under warranty




Recommendations

1. That the report and any action planning is noted.
2. Additional councillors to be trained on visual inspections.
3. One Councillor to undertake full inspection training when course available
4. Anupdating report will be provided in March 2020.
Simon Lucas

December 3 2019
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